Proceedings of the 16th International
Scientific and Practical Conference
«Challenges in Science of Nowadays» NO

(April 26-28, 2026). 292
Washington, USA |NTeRCON|=

SdenTIFc PUbLEHNG CenTen

PEDAGOGY AND EDUCATION

The Use of CLIL (Content and Language
Integrated Learning) in Primary Education

Sabirova Aizharkyn Shukualievna’,
Akmatova Sabina Muratbekovna?

! Teacher;
Department: Humanitarian and Pedagogical Philological Disciplines Cyclical Commission,
Industrial Pedagogical college, Osh State University, Kyrgyz Republic

2 Student;
Department: Humanitarian and Pedagogical Philological Disciplines Cyclical Commission,
Industrial Pedagogical college, Osh State University, Kyrgyz Republic

Introduction

In the context of globalization and increasing
intercultural communication, the importance of learning
foreign languages from an early age has significantly grown.
Traditional language teaching methods, which often separate
language learning from subject content, are gradually being
replaced by more integrated approaches. One such innovative
and effective approach 1is Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL). CLIL refers to an educational methodology
where subjects such as science, mathematics, or social studies
are taught through a foreign language, thereby allowing
students to learn both content and language simultaneously.

Primary education plays a crucial role in shaping
learners’ cognitive, linguistic, and social development. At
this stage, children are naturally more receptive to language
acquisition, making it an ideal period to introduce bilingual
or multilingual education. The integration of CLIL in primary
classrooms not only enhances language proficiency but also
promotes critical thinking, creativity, and motivation among
learners.

This article aims to explore the concept of CLIL, its
theoretical foundations, benefits, challenges, and practical
application in primary education. It also discusses
strategies that teachers can use to effectively implement
CLIL in the classroom.
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1. Understanding CLIL

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) is a dual-
focused educational approach in which an additional language
is used for the learning and teaching of both content and
language. The term was coined in the 1990s and has since
gained popularity across Europe and other parts of the world.

CLIL is based on four core components, often referred to
as the “4Cs Framework”:

e Content: Learning subject matter knowledge

e Communication: Using language to learn and communicate

e Cognition: Developing thinking skills

e Culture: Understanding cultural context and diversity

These components work together to create a holistic
learning environment where students engage with subject
content while simultaneously developing language skills.

2. Theoretical Foundations of CLIL

CLIL is grounded in several educational theories. One of
the most influential is constructivism, which suggests that
learners actively construct knowledge through experience and
interaction. CLIL classrooms encourage active participation,
collaboration, and problem-solving, aligning well with this
theory.

Another important theory is Krashen’s Input Hypothesis,
which emphasizes the importance of comprehensible input in
language acguisition. In CLIL, students are exposed to
meaningful language within a subject context, making it easier
to understand and retain.

Additionally, Vygotsky’s Social Development Theory
highlights the role of social interaction in learning. CLIL
promotes group work, discussion, and peer interaction, which
support both language and cognitive development.

3. Benefits of CLIL in Primary Education

3.1 Language Development

One of the main advantages of CLIL is improved language
proficiency. Students are exposed to the target language in
meaningful contexts, which enhances vocabulary, grammar, and
communication skills naturally.

3.2 Cognitive Skills Enhancement

CLIL encourages higher-order thinking skills such as
analysis, evaluation, and problem-solving. Learners are not
just memorizing language; they are using it to understand and
apply knowledge.

3.3 Increased Motivation

Young learners often find CLIL lessons more engaging
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because they involve interactive activities, ©real-life
topics, and visual materials. This increases their motivation
to learn both the language and the subject.

3.4 Cultural Awareness

CLIL introduces students to different cultures and
perspectives, fostering openness and intercultural
understanding from an early age.

3.5 Academic Achievement

Research shows that CLIL students often perform as well
as or better than their peers in subject knowledge while also
gaining additional language skills.

4. Challenges of Implementing CLIL

Despite its many advantages, CLIL also presents certain
challenges, especially in primary education.

4.1 Teacher Preparedness

Teachers need to have Dboth subject knowledge and
sufficient proficiency in the target language. This dual
requirement can be difficult to meet without proper training.

4.2 Material Development

There 1s often a lack of suitable teaching materials
designed specifically for CLIL in primary education. Teachers
may need to adapt or create their own resources.

4.3 Language Difficulty

Young learners may 1initially struggle to understand
subject content in a foreign language, especially if the
language level is too advanced.

4.4 Assessment Issues

Assessing both content and language simultaneously can be
complex. Teachers need to develop Dbalanced evaluation
methods.

5. Strategies for Effective CLIL Implementation

5.1 Scaffolding

Teachers should provide support through wvisual aids,
gestures, simplified language, and structured activities to
help students understand both content and language.

5.2 Use of Visuals and Multimedia

Images, videos, charts, and real objects make learning
more accessible and engaging for young learners.

5.3 Interactive Activities

Group work, games, role-plays, and discussions encourage
communication and active learning.

5.4 Language Support

Pre-teaching vocabulary and using repetition can help
students become more confident in using the target language.

This work is distributed under the terms of the Creative 5 9
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(https.//creativecommons.org/licenses/by—sa/4.0/).



Proceedings of the 16th International
Scientific and Practical Conference
«Challenges in Science of Nowadays» NO

(April 26-28. 2026). 292

Washington, USA
INTERCONF

SoenTIF PubLiHNG CenTe

PEDAGOGY AND EDUCATION

5.5 Differentiation
Teachers should adapt lessons according to students’
language levels and learning needs.

6. Practical Application in the Primary Classroom

In a primary classroom, CLIL can be applied in wvarious
subjects. For example:

e Science: Teaching topics like plants or animals using
simple English vocabulary

eMathematics: Using English for numbers, shapes, and
basic operations

eArt: Giving instructions in English while students
create drawings or crafts

A typical CLIL lesson might include:

1. Warm-up activity (introducing vocabulary)

2. Presentation of content (using visuals and simple
language)

3. Practice activities (group tasks or games)

4. Review and reflection

Teachers should ensure that lessons are student-centered
and interactive, allowing children to learn through doing.

Conclusion

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
represents a powerful and effective approach to education in
the 21st century. By combining subject learning with language
acquisition, CLIL provides vyoung learners with wvaluable
skills that go beyond traditional classroom boundaries. In
primary education, where children are naturally open to new
languages and experiences, CLIL can significantly enhance
both academic and linguistic development.

However, successful implementation requires well-trained
teachers, appropriate materials, and supportive learning
environments. Despite the challenges, the benefits of CLIL—
such as improved language skills, increased motivation, and
enhanced cognitive abilities—make it a highly wvaluable
methodology for modern education systems.

As education continues to evolve, CLIL offers a promising
pathway for preparing students to thrive in a multilingual
and multicultural world.
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